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defend themselves, the English drew back. If the French did
not organize their defense promptly, the English rushed in,
killed a man or two, destroyed what they could, and hastily
withdrew. Surrey's method accomplished its purpose.
vii. But it was not only the French that made Surrey's de-
fense of Boulogne difficult and hazardous. The English Privy
Council thought that, in the face of the determined efforts of
the French to retake the city, the holding of Boulogne was too
expensive. Almost without exception, the members of the
Privy Council favored an attempt to bargain with Francis for
returning Boulogne to him peacefully.18 Henry VIII, however,
was proud of his conquest. Former kings of England had held
vast territories in France. Calais, with its environs, was the
only remaining possession of England on the Continent when
the Tudors grasped the English Crown. Henry VIII had im-
perial aspirations. He longed to unite Scotland to England and
to regain England's lost possessions in France. The taking of
Boulogne was a step in this direction.
So ardently did Henry VIII wish to hold Boulogne, in spite
of the difficulties and the expense,19 that the Privy Council
dared not openly oppose Tirm in this. The Council feigned to
humor him while devising some means to change the King's
mind. Flattering Henry VIII with praises of his usual far-
sightedness and caution, the Council suggested that His
Majesty request Surrey to send further material as to the
strength, resources, and value of Boulogne as an English
base of operations. This should be done, the Council added,
before undertaking to destroy the French forces which were
trying to recapture the city.
Henry VIII took this suggestion as his own thought and
ordered the Privy Council to write to Surrey demanding full
particulars of the situation at Boulogne. This letter, as drawn
up by the Council, hinted that the King had been favorably
18 5. P., Henry VIII, X, v, 1229 (p. 617 note 2); see also notes below.
19 A ms. note in a copy of Lord Herbert (Bodl. Lib., Fol. A 624^ p. 443) reads,
**Our kings charges in winnings and keepinge Boulogne was 1,342,552 [pounds],
3 [shillings], 7 [pence]."